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Our pilgrim next gives a brief account of the settlement of
500 arhats from India in Kashmir, an event which he assigns
to the hundredth year after Buddha's decease in the reign of
Asoka king of Magadha. This great and powerful sovereign
was a firm believer in Buddhism, we are told, and charitable to
all creatures. There were [at his capital] 500 arhats and 500
ordinary Buddhist monks, all of whom were treated by the king
with equal reverence and attention. Among the ordinary Brethren
was one Mahadeva, a man of great learning and wisdom, a
subtle investigator of name and reality who put his extraordinary
thoughts into a treatise which taught heresy. All this man's
acquaintances followed his heretical reasonings. The king follow-
ing his personal inclinations and taking the part of those whom
he liked, unable to distinguish the arhat from the common monk,
summoned all to the Granges with the intention of causing them
all to be drowned. But the arhats, finding their lives in danger,
used their supernatural powers, and flew through the air to
Kashmir, where they settled on the hills and in the vales. When
the king learned this he became distressed, went to Kashmir to
apologize to the arhats, and to beg them to return. They,
however, stedfastly refused to go back, so the king built 500
monasteries for them, and gave up all Kashmir for the benefit
of the Buddhist church.

This is Yuan-chuang's short and condensed abstract,
which cannot be properly understood without some know-
ledge of Mahadeva's career as this is related in the
"Abhidharma-maha-vibhasha-lun"1 and other treatises.
According to the Abhidharma work, Mahadeva was the
son of a brahmin merchant of Mathura. While still a
very young man he took advantage of his father's pro-
longed absence from home on business and formed an
incestuous connexion with his mother. When his father
returned Mahadeva murdered him, and soon afterwards
he fled with his mother. Finding that a Buddhist arhat
had an inconvenient knowledge of his guilty life he
promptly killed the arhat. Then finding that his mother
was not true to him he murdered her also. By thus
taking the lives of his parents and an arhat he had com-
mitted three unpardonable offences; in the technical
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